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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendnnents, filed 05/12/2009, liave been entered and made of record. 
Claims 12-13, 15, 17-19 and 28-29 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. It is noted that the amended claims are patentable over Mankovitz, Killian, and 
Allard as set forth in the last Office Action. However, the amended claims are rejected 
under new ground of rejection as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12-13, 15, 17-19, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mankovitz (US Patent No. 5,541,738) in view Killian (US Patent No. 
6,613,316) and further in view of Allard (US PG PUB 2004/0005923) and Walton (US 
PG PUB 2001/0019367). 

Regarding claim 12, Mankovitz discloses a system for linking content to viewing 
and recommendations, comprising: 

an input device (see figure 6) for selecting alphanumeric characters (See figure 1 
remote (75) and figure 7 where Mankovitz shows the capability of displaying program 
guide information where the program guide information include text information such as 
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title of tlie program, and see also col. 11 lines 46-52, see also col. 3 line 60-col. 4 line 8 
where Mankovitz discloses a plurality of alphanumeric characters, see also col. 1 lines 
52-57 and col. 1 1 lines 46-48 where Mankovitz discloses the program guide is available 
as a prerecorded guide on a tape to be purchased, see also col. 10 lines 45-51 where 
Mankovitz teaches the user selects programs to be recorded from the program guide 
text either by selecting and entering the information related to the "PULSECODE™", or 
starting recording if the selected program is being broadcast (col. 12 lines 47-50)); that 
are presented on a video display (see col. 1 1 lines 62-col. 12 line 29 and figure 8 (guide 
menu displayed) where the prior art teaches the user selects from the category guide 
menu using the enter button to select the highlighted menu entry) means for receiving 
the alpha numeric character (see the capability of displaying the video information on a 
display apparatus in figure 1 and col. 4 lines 12-15); means responsive to the means for 
receiving for automatically accessing a source of recommended viewing (see col. 10 
lines 40-51 where Mankovitz describes the capability of performing schedule recording 
of broadcasted programs in the recorder based on user selection of specific programs 
information from the displayed program guide information). 

Claim 12 differs from Mankovitz in that the claim further requires a system for 
linking content to shopping recommendation. 

In the same field of endeavor Killian discloses and means responsive to the 
means for selecting for automatically accessing a source of recommended viewing 
and/or shopping (see col. 7 lines 36-40 where Killian discloses interactive television 
programming such as for shopping, advertising, see col. 7 lines 49-64 where Killian 
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discloses constructing and modifying viewer profiles according to user preferences 
(referring to selection), and constructing electronic schedule displays according to 
viewer profiles and selected program listing information, see figure 3 suggest module 
(76) and see col. 10 line 61-66 where Killian discloses suggest module 76 access 
program listing information to generate preferred programming schedule that may be 
desirable for viewing or recording (referring to recommended viewing), see also col. 11 
lines 50-53 where Killian discloses suggest module access programs using user profile). 

Therefore in light of the teaching in Killian it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Mankovitz by 
including shopping recommendation in order for the viewer to get desirable additional 
products. 

Claim 12 further differs from both Mankovitz and Killian in that the claim further 
requires the alpha numeric characters (program guide) are part of a DVD content. 

Although Mankovitz discloses the program guide may have been purchased with 
the tape (see col. 11 lines 46-48), Mankovitz fails to disclose the program guide may 
store or purchased with DVD. 

In the same field of endeavor Allard discloses storing alphanumeric string on a 
DVD (see paragraph 113). See also paragraph 0126 and figures 7 and 18 where the 
prior art teaches the content of the DVD are displayed. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the video/recording and reproducing art at the time the 
invention was made to substitute Mankovitz tape with DVD in order to increase 
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recording density. See also tlie additional prior arts cited below that supports storing 
alphanumeric character in DVD is well known. 

Claim 12 further differs from the above proposed combinations in that the claim 
further requires highlighting the characters using the input device and pressing a 
selector key on the input device. 

Although Mankovitz teaches select the highlighted menu entry, Mankovitz fails to 
specifically disclose highlighting the characters. 

In the same filed of endeavor Walton teaches a user views the EPG on the 
monitor and select a TV program which he wishes to record by highlighting and 
pressing an enter button on remote controller (see paragraph 0060). Therefore in light 
of the teaching in Walton it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the above proposed combinations by 
highlighting a character and selecting using a remote controller in order to receive 
selected program. 

Regarding claim 13, Killian discloses means for storing at least some of the 
content (see abstract and claim 20 of Mankovitz). See also Killian's platform 12 and 
recorder 20 in figure 1, and col. 3 lines 7-12, platform 12 supports to record viewing 
opportunities. 

Regarding claim 15, Mankovitz discloses means for selecting is a user input 
device (see abstract and claim 20). See also Killian figure 1 component 42 and col. 4 
lines 55-64 and col. 9 lines 36-42). 
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Regarding claim 17, Killian discloses the means for receiving includes a personal 
video recorder (see figure 1 component 26 and col. 4 lines 55-59). See also Mankovitz's 
figure 1 VCR 1 and col. 10 lines 40-51 . 

Regarding claim 18, Killian discloses the feature of the source of recommended 
viewing and/or shopping communicates with a WAN as specified thereof is present in 
Killian. (See Killian's Figure 1, component 14 and also col. 3 lines 43-50, the internet 
shown in figure 1 to be linked to platform 12 via link 14 is connected to program listing 
database 48 through server 46, which contains television programming information). 

Regarding claim 19, Killian discloses the feature of playing media stored content 
on a storage medium and sending the same to a television as specified thereof is 
present in Killian. (See Killian's Figure 1, components 20, 26, and 40). Mankovitz also 
discloses the capability of displaying the video information on a display apparatus (see 
figure 7). 

Regarding claim 28, the limitation of claim 28 can be found in claim 12. Therefore 
claim 28 is analyzed and rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 12 above. 
It is also Noted that Allard teaches the metadata stored in the DVD includes an artist 
name, see paragraph 112. See also figure 2 of Allard and controller 30 in Mankovitz. 
5. Claims 12-13, 15, 17-19, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mankovitz (US Patent No. 5,541,738) in view Killian (US Patent No. 
6,61 3,31 6) and further in view of Collart (US PG PUB 2006/01 81 965). 

Regarding claim 12, Mankovitz discloses a system for linking content to viewing 
and recommendations, comprising: 
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an input device (see figure 6) for selecting alplianunneric cliaracters (See figure 1 
remote (75) and figure 7 wliere Manl<ovitz sliows tlie capability of displaying program 
guide information where the program guide information include text information such as 
title of the program, and see also col. 11 lines 46-52, see also col. 3 line 60-col. 4 line 8 
where Mankovitz discloses a plurality of alphanumeric characters, see also col. 1 lines 
52-57 and col. 1 1 lines 46-48 where Mankovitz discloses the program guide is available 
as a prerecorded guide on a tape to be purchased, see also col. 10 lines 45-51 where 
Mankovitz teaches the user selects programs to be recorded from the program guide 
text either by selecting and entering the information related to the "PULSECODE™", or 
starting recording if the selected program is being broadcast (col. 12 lines 47-50)); that 
are presented on a video display by highlighting the characters using the input device 
and pressing the selector key on the input device (see col. 11 lines 62-col. 12 line 29 
and figure 8 (guide menu displayed) where the prior art teaches the user selects from 
the category guide menu using the enter button to select the highlighted menu entry) 
means for receiving the alpha numeric character (see the capability of displaying the 
video information on a display apparatus in figure 1 and col. 4 lines 12-15); means 
responsive to the means for receiving for automatically accessing a source of 
recommended viewing (see col. 10 lines 40-51 where Mankovitz describes the 
capability of performing schedule recording of broadcasted programs in the recorder 
based on user selection of specific programs information from the displayed program 
guide information). 
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Claim 12 differs from Manl<ovitz in tliat tlie claim further requires a system for 
linking content to shopping recommendation. 

In the same field of endeavor Killian discloses and means responsive to the 
means for selecting for automatically accessing a source of recommended viewing 
and/or shopping (see col. 7 lines 36-40 where Killian discloses interactive television 
programming such as for shopping, advertising, see col. 7 lines 49-64 where Killian 
discloses constructing and modifying viewer profiles according to user preferences 
(referring to selection), and constructing electronic schedule displays according to 
viewer profiles and selected program listing information, see figure 3 suggest module 
(76) and see col. 10 line 61-66 where Killian discloses suggest module 76 access 
program listing information to generate preferred programming schedule that may be 
desirable for viewing or recording (referring to recommended viewing), see also col. 11 
lines 50-53 where Killian discloses suggest module access programs using user profile). 

Therefore in light of the teaching in Killian it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Mankovitz by 
including shopping recommendation in order for the viewer to get desirable additional 
products. 

Claim 12 further differs from both Mankovitz and Killian in that the claim further 
requires the alpha numeric characters are part of a DVD content. 

In the same filed of endeavor Collart teaches actors/actresses name are part of a 
DVD content (see figure 3 where the prior art shows the user selects "Tom Hanks" from 
displayed Filmography DVD-video menu 306). Collart further teaches the alphanumeric 
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character is liigliliglited. See also paragraplis 0042 and 0065, figure 4 step 402, figure 
3, operations 4 and 5. Tlierefore in liglit of tlie teacliing in Collart it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the above proposed combination by providing an actor's name (alphanumeric character) 
as part of DVD content and highlighting the character and perform selection function in 
order to initiate a communication to determine if updated content is available. 

Regarding claim 13, Killian discloses means for storing at least some of the 
content (see abstract and claim 20 of Mankovitz). See also Killian's platform 12 and 
recorder 20 in figure 1, and col. 3 lines 7-12, platform 12 supports to record viewing 
opportunities. 

Regarding claim 15, Mankovitz discloses means for selecting is a user input 
device (see abstract and claim 20). See also Killian figure 1 component 42 and col. 4 
lines 55-64 and col. 9 lines 36-42). 

Regarding claim 17, Killian discloses the means for receiving includes a personal 
video recorder (see figure 1 component 26 and col. 4 lines 55-59). See also Mankovitz's 
figure 1 VCR 1 and col. 10 lines 40-51 . 

Regarding claim 18, Killian discloses the feature of the source of recommended 
viewing and/or shopping communicates with a WAN as specified thereof is present in 
Killian. (See Killian's Figure 1, component 14 and also col. 3 lines 43-50, the internet 
shown in figure 1 to be linked to platform 12 via link 14 is connected to program listing 
database 48 through server 46, which contains television programming information). 
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Regarding claim 19, Killian discloses the feature of playing media stored content 
on a storage medium and sending the same to a television as specified thereof is 
present in Killian. (See Killian's Figure 1, components 20, 26, and 40). Mankovitz also 
discloses the capability of displaying the video information on a display apparatus (see 
figure 7). 

Regarding claim 28, the limitation of claim 28 can be found in claim 12. Therefore 
claim 28 is analyzed and rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 12 above. 
See also figure 7 of Collart. 

Election/Restrictions 

6. Newly submitted claim 29 directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the claim recites, "a 
system for linking content to viewing and/or shopping recommendations comprising: an 
input device for selecting an image of a scene from DVD content : a processor receiving 
the image and classifying the image using image recognition technology to render a 
classification of the image : the processor automatically accessing a source of 
recommended viewing and/or shopping based on the classification of the image to 
return visible information based on the classification of the image . " The original 
claims do not require the feature underlined above. 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
I. Claims 12-19 and 28, drawn to a system for linking content to viewing 
and/or shopping recommendations having an input device for selecting 
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alpha numeric cliaracters tliat are presented on a video display and that 
are part of a DVD content, classified in class 386, subclass 125. 
II. Claim 29, drawn to a system for linking content to viewing and/or shopping 
recommendations having a processor for receiving the image and 
classifying the image using image recognition technology to render a 
classification of the image and for automatically accessing a source of 
recommended viewing and/or shopping based on the classification of the 
image to return visible information based on the classification of the 
image, classified in class 725, subclass 37. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination I has separate utility such as 
linking content to viewing and/or shopping recommendations using an input device to 
selecting alpha numeric characters that are presented on a video display and that are 
part of a DVD content and does not require a processor for receiving the image and 
classifying the image using image recognition technology to render a classification of 
the image and for automatically accessing a source of recommended viewing and/or 
shopping based on the classification of the image to return visible information based on 
the classification of the image of Group II for patentability and subcombination II has 
separate utility such as linking content to viewing and/or shopping recommendations 
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using processor to receive tlie image and to classify tlie image using image recognition 
teclinology to render a classification of the image and to automatically access a source 
of recommended viewing and/or shopping based on the classification of the image to 
return visible information based on the classification of the image and does not require 
an input device for selecting alpha numeric characters that are presented on a video 
display and that art part of a DVD content of Group I for patentability. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 

The examiner has required restriction between subcombinations usable together. 
Where applicant elects a subcombination and claims thereto are subsequently found 
allowable, any claim(s) depending from or otherwise requiring all the limitations of the 
allowable subcombination will be examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .104. See MPEP § 821 .04(a). Applicant is advised that if any claim presented in a 
continuation or divisional application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a 
claim that is allowable in the present application, such claim may be subject to 
provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of 
the instant application. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 29 withdrawn from consideration as being 
directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 
Conclusion 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hoath (US PG PUB 2003/0208757) teaches selecting a particular EPG by 
highlighting a portion using a remote control. 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7329. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HELEN SHIBRU/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
August 07, 2009 



/Thai Iran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



